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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 21,456 NA 5,323 16,090
1940 20,917 NA 4,922 10,688
1945 24,712 NA 4,907  8,724
1950 30,127 11,662 6,273 11,920
1954 29,227 10,969 5,552 7,968
1959 28,789  8,993 4,674 7,548
1964 25,837 6,817 1,726 3,523
1969 28,817 4,186 482 2,412
1974 34,970 2,801 398 1,539
1978 29,466 2,956 311 1,355
1982 33,913 3,449 139 1,196
1987 29,267 3,089 102 1,438
1992 33,846 2,299 293 1,184
1997 33,917 2,306 17 1,032

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 854 871 865

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 3,505 1,396 517
Grains (D) (D) 9
Tobacco 559 989 374
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 171 (D) 105
Other field crops 2 ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons (D) ---- ----
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- ---- (D)
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 2,719 235 (D)
Forest Products Sold 171 300 30

Livestock, Poultry and  
     Products Sold 13,805 13,284 11,349

Poultry and products ---- (D) (D)
Dairy products (D) (D) 5,047
Cattle and calves 8,617 8,221 6,196
Hogs and pigs ---- (D) ----
Sheep, lambs and wool 56 38 59
Other livestock and          
 products (D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 17,310 14,680 11,865

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 346 95 97

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR
Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179
50-174 1/

180-499
175-499 1/

500-
999

1,000-1,999
1,000-Over 1/ 2,000+

1974 50 268 469 194 36 18 1 1,036
1978 45 223 420 188 56 10 ---- 942
1982 77 261 417 190 38 12 ---- 995
1987 70 213 329 203 36 14 1 865
1992 87 216 332 184 37 15 2 871
1997 84 220 327 162 47 14 ---- 854

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.  

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423 363 348 321
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 572 502 523 533

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 19 11 6
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 88 74 58
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172 163 159 127
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209 173 183 208
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 182 201 218
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 240 243 237
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 54 55 56
NA  Not available. 
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GRAYSON
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Grayson County is located in the southwestern part of
Virginia on the Blue Ridge Plateau and borders North Carolina and
Tennessee.  Formed in 1793 from part of Wythe, the county is
named in honor of William Grayson, one of the first two Virginia
senators under the Federal Constitution. 

 In 1997, Grayson farmland totaled 136,312 acres, or 48
percent of the total county area of 283,305 acres.  According to  the
1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 854 farms in the area,
each averaging 160 acres in size and worth an average of $233,251,
including land and buildings. Much as in other areas of the state, the
number and land in farms in Grayson has been steadily declining for
the past 25 years. 

The topography of the county is hilly to mountainous,
although there is quite a bit of level land along the streams and high
coves.  The general elevation ranges from 2,000 to 3,000 feet above
sea level, but the highest mountain peaks in the state, Mount Rogers
(5,720 feet) and White Top (5,520 feet), are located in the
southwestern part of the county. Woodland covers more than half
the county and includes the Jefferson National Forest.
Temperatures in the area vary widely, depending upon the elevation.
The frost-free growing season averages 149 days for most of the
county.  Annual precipitation averages 41 inches.

 Agriculture is an integral part of Grayson’s economy, and in
1997, livestock, poultry, and poultry products supplied over 79
percent of the value of farm sales.  Of this total, cattle and calves,
are the most lucrative commodities, accounting for 50 percent of
receipts.  All crops account for 20 percent of the value of farm sales.
 Burley tobacco is the primary source of crop income for the county,
although its allotted acreage  is relatively small.

The 1990 estimated county population was 16,278.  The
total gross income that year was $204.0 million, or an average of
$12,533 per capita.  

Independence is the county seat.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 3,291 253,623 32 48,069 1,888 88,565 36,043 NA 69,735
1940 2,937 235,152 46 47,488 3,523 89,608 NA NA NA
1945 3,130 245,105 58 46,866 433 899 122,700 NA 59,081
1950 2,819 226,286 81 39,525 4,629 24,620 89,856 NA 57,836
1954 2,626 226,302 98 33,367 2,010 10,911 108,936 NA 64,224
1959 1,895 226,302 134 28,036 1,547 6,114 98,396 NA 55,001
1964 1,680 186,565 140 26,701 1,955 11,032 42,863 14,684 10,244
1969 1,338 177,336 246 22,397 3,899 53,291 30,553 15,481 14,035
1974 2/ 1,036 159,323 485 21,229 2,393 49,504 30,180 17,061 13,711
1978 942 150,322 678 22,359 2,068 45,437 31,972 20,626 23,132
1982 995 142,840 797 20,661 1,562 40,321 30,325 23,227 22,009
1987 865 139,927 854 21,257 1,941 36,930 32,287 18,194 25,321
1992 871 136,320 1,150 21,588 1,687 42,397 26,908 19,352 20,782
1997 854 136,312 1,462 22,840 1,600 40,079 21,572 24,466 21,800
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreages beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 2,328 6,606 81,541 88,147 1,187 3,991 9,507 13,498
1940 2,310 7,977 78,537 86,514 318 986 3,877 4,116
1945 2,504 NA NA 77,127 608 NA NA 3,369
1950 2,196 4,304 44,914 49,218 585 NA NA 3,369
1954* 589 2,174 18,541 20,715 522 963 1,636 2,599
1959* 243 705 8,509 9,214 171 211 775 986
1964* 48 5,139 3,169 8,308 156 141 437 578
1969* 1/ 9 4,044 4,331 8,375 36 449 236 685
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 16 NA NA NA 4 NA NA (D)
1982 5 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
1987 7 250 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
1992 9 114 (D) (D) 4 (D) (D) (D)
1997 6 40 146 186 3 (D) (D) 21

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 2,574 156,857 453 27,979 NA NA
1950 2/ 997 26,775 147 4,550 NA NA
1954 3/ ---- ---- 74 1,261 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 20,000 33 448 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 24 230 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- 1 5 3 100
1974 5/ 6/ 2 (D) NA NA 5 81
1978 5/ ---- ---- 2 (D) 3 148
1982 ---- ---- 1 (D) 3 (D)
1987 1 (D) 3 9 1 (D)
1992 1 (D) ---- ---- 2 (D)

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 13,963 28.1 391,947 5,530 10.2 56,290 208 NA NA
1940 13,046 32.8 427,571 4,458 10.3 45,808 NA NA 46
1945 11,396 38.7 441,432 2,582 14.4 37,135 NA NA 116
1950 7,659 42.8 327,479 1,918 16.8 32,250 11 14.8 163
1954 4,701 37.6 176,673 678 18.1 12,251 3 10.0 30
1959 2/ 2,369 60.1 142,428 255 23.7 6,054 5 38.0 190
1964 845 61.5 51,993 136 22.5 3,061 18 18.2 328
1969 506 81.6 41,291 63 32.8 2,065 30 20.0 600
1974 326 73.3 23,885 115 25.7 2,950 NA NA NA
1978 300 95.6 28,674 79 (D) (D) NA NA NA
1982 196 51.1 10,023 20 31.5 630 NA NA NA
1987 268 75.1 20,114 4 44.0 176 NA NA NA
1992 460 93.7 43,120 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 289 88.7 25,641 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 47 1,433 29,557 196 2,670 1,467 12,087 526 43,747 14 1,030
1940 11 1,979 41,180 62 999 625 5,515 440 31,902 19 1,493
1945 51 762 16,571 46 1,240 494 6,429 528 41,797 72 3,945
1950 38 538 14,838 76 2,072 172 2,815 140 21,266 1 1,630
1954 91 396 12,636 124 3,594 119 2,136 80 22,195 NA 1,337
1959 34 279 9,940 91 3,995 19 160 67 11,611 NA 1,063
1964 32 95 3,990 31 1,171 24 441 25 5,970 NA 229
1969 6 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 285 NA NA NA NA NA NA 78  8,769 NA 23
1978 (D) 50 1,997 NA NA NA NA 34 4,596 NA NA
1982 12 (D) 642 NA NA NA NA 7 1,413 NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 7 343 NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1997 13 NA NA NA NA NA NA 15 503 NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1930 20,369 102 114 18,441 20,961 16 23
1935 18,823 55 105 15,667 12,426 78 74
1940 21,182 131 257 17,689 16,998 295 284
1945 25,015 426 864 19,923 16,198 87 91
1950 26,023 2,264 4,871 17,814 18,254 838 839
1954 25,647 6,012 13,342 11,961 11,383 2,465 3,100
1959 22,916 8,200 18,366 10,384 10,953 1,015 1,272
1964 22,356 4,317 7,885 14,383 13,995 1,345 1,791
1969 17,739 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 17,370 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 18,533 2,246 4,481 13,921 21,525 340 461
1982 17,277 2,160 5,582 13,241 22,216 322 578
1987 18,466 2,338 5,138 13,709 20,209 407 542
1992 19,021 5,019 10,488 12,234 23,320 60 103
1997 6,948 1,403 3,944 15,531 35,964 376 776

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchardgrass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.  

GRAYSON


